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Printing is one of the greatest challenges 
in terminal server environments, virtual-
ized infrastructure and cloud computing 
systems. Use this handy checklist to 
ensure all aspects are covered when is 
comes to making the right decision for 
your print solution.
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Your Print SolutionPrinter Driver Support
Does your print solution have … 

 a universal printer driver? 
 a printer virtualization layer?
 the possibility to turn every printer driver into your 

universal printer driver?
 native driver support?
 the ability to combine universal and native printer drivers?
 a compression procedure for print jobs from native 

drivers?
 a compression procedure which adapts to print job 

contexts and available bandwidth? 
 the option to import printer driver settings from clients?
 print job encryption?
 the possibility to create default settings for user groups?   
 the ability to allow use of the universal printer driver in 

your entire server environment?
 the option of connecting the universal driver directly 

with the print queue of a native printer driver?
 a Microsoft-certified universal driver?
 Microsoft-certified support for Microsoft Windows 

Server 2008 / 2008 R2 and the included Remote 
Desktop Services? 

 a driver that supports 64 bit systems?
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Print Job Processing
Is your print solution able to … 

 print in masked networks via TCP/IP?
 print directly via LPD/LPR to network printers and 

devices?
 decide locally on print bandwidth?
 be deployed on dedicated print servers in your server 

farms and able to use RDP/ICA to send print jobs?
 stream, allowing utilization to be optimized and speed 

increased?
 support pooled printers ports?
 show you a preview on the client?
 seamlessly integrate into the Windows print process?
 continue to resend a print job if it failed due to con-

nection problems?

Scenarios
Can your print solution be used …

 outside the terminal server environment?
 in all virtual environments?
 on a terminal server in connection with a dedicated 

print server?
 with printers locally connected to thin clients?
 with any mixed environments?
 to print from any cloud?
 with print servers in classic Windows networks?
 to print via BlackBerry® smartphones, iPhone, Android 

or Symbian devices?
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 to print on thin clients and network printers without 
installing printer drivers on the terminal server?

 to print to a print server share without having the 
driver of that share installed on the terminal server?

 to integrate printing from SAP servers and mainframes 
into your terminal server environment?

 to print directly to LPT and COM ports with older 
applications?

 to control decompression, decryption and delivery 
using a network appliance?

Printer Mapping Support
 
Does your print solution support … 

 create printers on the terminal server that correspond 
to printers installed on the client computer?

 fine-tuning of your printer mapping with just one 
setting? 

 choice of printer that should be displayed in the 
terminal session?

 dynamically create shared printers and assigning them 
to the correct user context?

 use of wild cards for assigning client printers to server 
printer drivers?

 assignment of printers via Group Policy?

Your Print SolutionThinPrint























Check your print system



Print Client Support
Does your print solution …

 have a Microsoft-certified client?
 offer full support through all leading thin client producers?
 offer support to print without a client installed in 

the network (with reduced performance)?
 have embedded clients for thin clients?
 have embedded clients for certain printer models?
 have embedded clients for print server appliances?
 include  clients for Clients for Linux, Unix, 

Macintosh, Symbian, BlackBerry®, iPhone, Android?
 have a client for local print servers which can be installed 

as a Windows service?

Manageability
Can your print solution …

 be configured via the Microsoft Management Console 
(MMC)?

 monitor and track the entire print volume of your 
organization?

 assign costs to printers and users?
 be remotely configured with the help of Windows Man-

agement Instrumentation (WMI)?
 be immediately installed without user interaction on 

multiple servers?
 create statistics informing you of failed print jobs in your 

network?
 be easily installed via MSI?
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Final Questions – Confidence
 
After assessing your print solution with the help of this checklist,  
would you say that your print solution …

 is the market leader?
 has been developed for complex environments within 

organizations?
 is flexible enough to allow for and follow  changes 

to your IT infrastructure?

For further information and free ThinPrint .print 
demo versions please visit www.thinprint.com
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